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The Author says:

Far To The North is the tale of a girl who braves the moun-
tain, the blizzard, and all the perils within them to save her
captured family.  I have been working on the story for a few

years now and I am proud to finally give it a home on the
web.

I ALMOST FELL OUT
OF MY CHAIR

 new bill introduced this week in
Missouri's House of Representa-
tives defines sex between lobby-

ists and state lawmakers as a "gift."
Under the law, which was sponsored
by Republican Rep. Bart Korman, such
relationships must be disclosed to the
Missouri Ethics Commission on
monthly lobbyist gift disclosure forms.

From the Kansas City Star1

I hope that the form requires a cash
equivalent valuation for "in kind" gifts...

 From the bill:

F
or purposes of subdivision (2) of this
subsection, the term ‘gift’ shall
include sexual relations between a

1 http://tinyurl.com/jmjphm9

registered lobbyist and a
member of the general
assembly or his or her staff.
Relations between married
persons or between persons
who entered into a relation-
ship prior to the registration
of the lobbyist, the election
of the member to the general
assembly, or the employ-
ment of the staff person
shall not be reportable under
this subdivision. The report-
ing of sexual relations for
purposes of this subdivi-
sion shall not require a
dollar valuation.

Oh, darnit.

I mean, i could see the
conversations now: "What do you mean, I
was only worth a thousand dollars?"

FINAL MCS, MLG 308
Dancing Thru Space &

Time 2
our point about what message
you took away from re-reading
Bujold's books, and the fact that

they're really only "military SF' on the
surface also, oddly enough, applies
somewhat {for me} to David Drake's
"Hammer's Slammers" stories.

Yes, they're violent stories about war
and weaponry - but most of them have a
point other than "combat is fun", unlike so
much military SF.

Often enough, that point is to point up
the human cost of war - Redliners,1 which,
last i heard, was Drake's favourite of his own
books2, which is about what society owes the
survivors of its wars, and what
1 http://tinyurl.com/z3p93oj
2 My own favourite is Rolling Hot
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war does to those who survive it.
And how seldom the society that was

so ready to feed its young men into the meat
grinder of war pays its debts to them.

OBLIO 220
'm sure i've seen that cover before
somewhere, but i can't recall where.
The style isn't right for it1, but if

Santa had four arms it could be
one of the annual Christmas
covers Ed Emshwiller used
to do for Galaxy.  I used to
look forward to those.

Personally, as an ex-
South Carolinian, i'd expect
Trump to be more likely to
carry SC than New Hamp-
shire.  I'm not betting either
way on Iowa at this point (10
January 2016).

Your questions/gripes
about FM music program-
ming can be answered
answered with two words:
Clear Channel.

Clear Channel isn't the only
Format Fuehrer in the business,
but they're the most egregious,
with their tentacles in alto-
gether too many pies.

Our current car was
an ex-rental, and came with
Sirius XM activated for
several months after we
bought it.  I discovered
that, since the merger, it's not as good as
it was before, when i was driving for Hertz
and listened to the satellite radio (they had
Sirius) in the cars.

As to why there's so little Beatles
music?  Clear Channel - demographics say
that the market they really want are, for a
large part, the grandchildren of people who
actually liked the Beatles.  It's more than fifty
years since the Beatles were on Ed Sullivan -

playing the Beatles on pop radio

1 Though, actually, it isn't all that far off,
really.

would be equivalent to playing Scott Joplin
on pop radio that year would have been.

I haven't seen The Martian, yet - i think
it's still playing, and i may shake loose a little
time later in the week (if it's still here) and
check it out.

I made some of the same sorts of
remarks you've made about that Prince
Valiant travesty (and, even without seeing it,
i agree it sounds like a travesty) about Marvel
making The Rawhide Kid a flaming gay (not
the gay part, as such, but because it was just
ridiculous the way it was handled and was a
dumb concept designed to generate outrage

and sales) or, to a lesser extent, DC's
handling of the Spirit.

I was told (here and other
places)  "It's new time and a new

way of handling the charac-
ter and don't complain about

changes."
Welcome to Club Out-

rage.
Your comment to the

OO asking for a clarifica-
tion of whether the tradi-
tional deadline slip is in

force is well taken.  I got
used to reminder e-mails

coming a couple weeks
before the deadline, too,

under previous administrations.
We had record high tempera-

tures - in the 70s - here in the
Atlanta area on Christmas Eve,
Christmas and Boxing Day.

Meanwhile, one day a week
or so ago, it wasn't all that cold in
Chicago (32 F) ... but it was warmer

at the North Pole.
Part of the problem with teen

sexting is that, whether it ought to or not, it
generally falls under (badly-written) child
pornography laws.  So could computer-gen-
erated or painted/drawn depictions of
persons who "appear" to be under the age of
eighteen.

Quoting Wikipedia:

S
imulated child pornography produced
without the direct involvement of chil-
dren in the production process itself
includes modified photographs of real
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children, non-minor teenagers made to
look younger (age regression), and fully
computer-generated imagery or adults
made to look like children.

Drawings or animations that depict sexual acts
involving children but are not intended to
look like photographs may also be consid-
ered by some to be child pornography.

and

Sexting is the practice of using cell phone mes-
saging to send nude or semi-nude images
of themselves to others (such as friends or
dating partners). These may be passed
along to others or be posted on the Inter-
net.

In many jurisdictions, the age of consent is
lower than the age of majority, and a
minor who is over the age of consent can
legally have sex with a
person of the same age.
Many laws on child pornog-
raphy were passed before
camera phones became
common among teenagers
over the age of consent, and
sexting was understood as a
phenomenon. Because laws
were created around the
age of majority, teenagers
who are legally able to
consent to sex can be
charged with production
and distribution of child
pornography if they send
images of their genitals to
sex partners of the same
age.

So we get that 16-year-
old girl in North Carolina (i
think) who can be legally
prosecuted as an adult (even
though she's not yet eighteen)
for sexual exploitation of a
minor - herself - for sending
naked pics to her boyfriend
(also sixteen), who can be (i
forget whether he is being)
likewise be prosecuted as an
adult for possession of child
pornography for having the

pictures - even though both of them are
above NC's age of consent.

* Le sigh *
Maybe the Archie line is dying.
But Archie and Disney are the only

digests i regularly see at supermarket check-
outs.

Kim Davis and her religious bigotry
regarding marriage licenses have been dealt
with.

Now we have Alabama Supreme Court
Chief Justice Roy Moore2 issuing orders to
probate judges to not issue marriage licenses
to same-sex couples because the Supreme
Court's ruling doesn't apply to Alabama.

(Actually, there is a faint shred of legal
precedent that could be taken, in the dusk
with the light behind it, to sort-of nearly

2 See cartoon on Page 13.
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spawn and deserve whatever horrible things
happen to them.

Any good right-wing evangelical
knows that.

There have been previous times when
US currency was changed quite a bit - i don't
mean the state quarters or whatever; some-
time in the 1930s or so the size of paper
money was changed significantly.  Though
the old bills remained legal tender, i think
that they were supposed to be pulled from
circulation when they hit banks or whatever.

I think that was when the US switched
from gold-backed paper money to silver cer-
tificates.

Ummm ... no.   I'm wrong. From
Wikipedia1:

S
ilver certificates were issued
between 1878 and 1964 in the
United States as part of its circu-

lation of paper currency. They were
produced in response to silver agi-

tation by citizens who were
angered by the Fourth Coinage
Act, which had effectively placed
the United States on a gold

standard2.
The certificates were initially
redeemable for their face value of
silver dollar coins and later (for

one year – 24 June 1967 to 24
June 1968) in raw silver bul-
lion.  Since 1968 they have

been redeemable only in Federal Reserve
Notes and are thus obsolete, but still valid
legal tender.

Large-size silver certificates (1878 to 1923)
were issued initially in denominations
from $10 to $1,000 (in 1878 and 1880) and
in 1886 the $1, $2, and $5 were authorized.

In 1928, all United States bank notes were re-
designed and the size reduced. The small-
size silver certificate (1928–1964) was only
issued in denominations of $1, $5, and $10.

1 http://tinyurl.com/jzgphu8
2 This would be where the "cross of gold" speech

comes in.

almost support that opinion3, but i don't
think it would really stand up.

But, by god, Ol' Roy's fightin' the good
fight, and i'm sure he'll get re-elected ... if he
isn't in jail for contempt.

3 The SCOTUS opinion was in the matter of combined
cases filed in five states; one might argue that it
only applies in those states.

The Typo King 35
'm pretty sure that the Queen in Dis-
ney's Snow White caused me a night
or two without sleep when i saw it -

which is pretty much what she was
supposed to do.

Cheesy as its special effects are,
Invaders from Mars is, indeed, a truly scary
film for kids the right age.

It was, at least, planned to be
made in 3D, though
i've seen conflicting
reports as to whether
it was - i think Steve
Hughes, a 3D enthusi-
ast and scholar, said it
was shot flat, not in
3D.  If it was, in fact,
shot in 3D, it
would be lovely
if a 3D print
were to
appear; the
sets were
obviously
designed for
it - the police
station desk
alone would
be worth
watching a
3D print.

No, no
- all we have
to do is
explain to
the teenagers
that God doesn't want them drinkinjg or

smoking or fooling around, and
they won't do it.  And the ones
that do, anyway, are the devil's
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I would have sworn i saw $50 and
$100 bills in that period, but i could be
wrong.

So silver certificates haven't
expired as such, but they are being
pulled from circulation (if any still
turn up nearly fifty years later...)

Yeah, the "that doctor isn't on our
list" bit can be a problem - i have to
check to make sure that the plastic
surgeon Dr Fogarty has referred me
to3 is on our insurance.

Whether Atlanta
drivers are the worst in the
country may or may not be
strictly subjective, but a
survey a few years back deter-
mined that BMW drivers were
regarded by the majority of respond-
ers as the biggest jerks on the road,

Even BMW owners are aware of
this reputation4.  Some of them actually take
a sort of pride in it.

Some of them don't.
Back when i was doing phone support,

a bunch of us fantasized about having an
"Electrocute Customer" button.

It wouldn't have actually worked, of
course, but it would have made a buzz on
the line.
3 Basal cell carcinoma - a non-healing lesion on my

right ear (and possibly another on the back of my
left hand)

4 http://tinyurl.com/p6lzxbd

And when the customer asked
"What was that?", we'd just go "Oh,

nothing..." and smile as our frus-
tration was at least temporarily

lessened.
The ratings for The

Man from UNCLE in its
first run would tend to
indicate that it appealed

to those outside the "golden"
demographic of 9 to 14 that
you mention.

This, of course, is not
necessarily an indicator of

quality, since The Beverly Hillbil-
lies racked up big numbers, too.

Comics reboots are not (no
matter what the companies say)

about "...adjust[ing] the characters to
the changing times...".  They are about

churning the demographic to generate
sales without having to actually put real
thought and creative work into the process.

I wouldn't say that the story you tell of
a teacher being fired for using 1984 in class
in the 50s/60s indicates "open hostility the
Establishment had against science fiction in
general: - i'd say more it was because it was
the McCarthy/HUAC era and 1984 was per-
ceived as by some5 as being an attack on the
efforts of True Americans® to fight the
Dirty Commies.

Perhaps presenting the "racy" novels
as periodicals rather than books had some-
thing to do with censorship - magazines vs
books.

John Astin (along with Paul Dooley
and Beatrice Arthur) are part of the cast on
the Off-Broadway Threepenny Opera cast
album.  Astin, as one of Macheath's gang,
gets to deliver a line that could have been
written specifically to suit his voice6: "The
swine!"

People making a living with webcom-
ics:  Lessee - off the top of my head:

○ Jeph Jacques with Questionable Content.7

5 Unfortunately, some who had influence or power.
6 Like giving Hans Conreid as Captain Hook the line

"A codfish?!?" so perfectly suited his
voice.

7 http://questionablecontent.net/
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○ Chris Hazelton with Misfile.8

○ Jennie Breeden with The Devil's Panties.9

○ Paul Taylor with Wapsi Square.10

○ Dan Shive with El Goonish Shive
(maybe).11

○ Randy Milholland with something*posi-
tive.12

There are more, but i'd have to think
about it and do some research.

I have bought a few alternate-cover
comics just to have them; in fact, comics i
wouldn't have bought if not for the alternate
cover by an artist
i really like, or
with a particu-
larly striking
illustration.

I have
problems with
most film musi-
cals, even when i
could enjoy a
stage musical of
the same mate-
rial.  The excep-
tion in film
musicals that i
can enjoy is the
ones that are
basically filmed
stage shows.

I sat down and analysed it some years
back, and i guess my main problem with
film musicals is that they are staged and
filmed realistically ... and then the guy
breaks out into a song about how wonderful
the girl on the next farm but one is, all the
local peasants not only know the words to a
song they've never heard before, but they
know the five-part harmony, too.  (It just hit
me that it's a sort of "uncanny valley" phe-
nomenon.)

Stage shows, OTOH, are already a step
removed from reality, so that doesn't jar so

8 http://www.misfile.com/
9 http://thedevilspanties.com/

10 http://wapsisquare.com/
11 http://www.egscomics.com/
12 http://somethingpositive.net/index.html

much.
Just to pick a couple of film musicals

that don't bother me that way, there's Guys
and Dolls and Little Shop of Horrors, both of
which have a stagy ambience even if they
aren't a straight film of the stage show.

Or the 1939 film of The Mikado,13 come
to think.

The best thing about "music apprecia-
tion" courses is that they can introduce you
to music you might otherwise have never
heard that you discover that you like..

And/or warn you away from other

13 http://tinyurl.com/gko5juj

THE DAY(S) THE
MUSIC DIED

ow.  Been a sad month-and-a-bit
for the music world.  One
you've certainly heard of, one

you quite possibly have and one you
may not have ... but he was Important,
too.

The obit i read said he was fighting
cancer for eighteen months; so far as i can
really, there wasn't any word i picked up on
about it out there.  My favourite Bowie was, i
guess, his early/middle career.

He was sixty-nine.
When he was eighteen or so, Bowie
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was apparently trying pretty hard to turn
into Anthony Newley, judging by the tracks
from that era i've heard1.

Also, along about that time, he worked
{under his real name, David Jones} as a
session musician on saxophone - i've always
wondered if he was the "David Jones" cred-
ited with playing sax on at least one of the
studio tracks on the Kinks' album Every-
body's in Show-Biz.

Then, of course, he created the "Ziggy
Stardust" persona, and set about inventing
glam rock.

And after that ... well, the changes
were myriad.

He produced Lou Reed's second solo
album, Transformer, that arguably launched
Reed's career as a popular solo artist, rather
than "Oh, yeah - wasn't he in the Velvet
Underground?"

He produced Mott the Hoople's break-
through album, All the Young Dudes - and
wrote the title track.

Went into acting - starred in The Man
Who Fell to Earth, played the Goblin King in
Labyrinth.

Kept on making music.
His final (i assume) album, Blackstar,

was released on his 69th birthday, 8 January
2016 ... two days before he died.

1 http://electronictiger.net/tuesday.mp3

Lemmy was Hawkwind's original bass
player - on a North American tour, he was
busted at Canadian customs for possession
of suspected heroin; it turned out to be meth,
instead.

Stories vary as to just what happened
then - some versions of the account say that
the band just basically cut him loose and left
him behind.

The last song Lemmy wrote for Hawk-
wind was "Motorhead" - slang for speed or a
speed-freak.  It was released in March 1975,
two months before whatever happened that
got Lemmy kicked out of the band hap-
pened.

In 1975, Lemmy formed the band
Motörhead (note alternate spelling), and the
song was their first single, in 1977.

Motörhead went on  until Lemmy's
death (28 December 2015) as a hard-rocking
metal band; Lemmy just called their music
"rock'nroll".

Most of the songs Lemmy wrote
and/or performed with Motörhead were
pretty typical metal stuff; Wikipedia says:

M
otörhead are typically clas-
sified as heavy metal, and their
fusion of punk rock into the

genre helped to pioneer speed
metal and thrash metal. Their

http://electronictiger.net/tuesday.mp3
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lyrics typically covered such topics as
war, good versus evil, abuse of power,
promiscuous sex, substance abuse, and,
most famously, gambling.

The Ramones were often classified as
playing "speed Metal", and Lemmy wrote a
tribute to them, titled, logically enough,
"R*A*M*O*N*E*S"2, which appears on
Motörhead's album 1916, which features an
atypically quiet and melodic title track about
World War One3.

It was a Motörhead track ("Angel City",
also from 1916) that was playing - and inspir-
ing me to go faster - when i triple-looped my
car down I-65 at ninety MPH at 2AM one
night in 1992.

I love this quote from him (from Wiki-
pedia)"

L
emmy positioned his microphone
in an uncommonly high position,
angled so that he appeared to be

looking up at the sky rather than at the
audience. He said that it was for "per-
sonal comfort, that's all. It's also one
way of avoiding seeing the audience. In
the days when we only had ten people
and a dog, it was a way of avoiding
seeing that we only had ten people and
a dog."

2 https://youtu.be/IouixybLYVo
3 https://youtu.be/EqFoqtpUFY8

ow we know who the promoter's
gonna be when a helluva band4

goes on tour...
Alex Cooley was The Man on the

Atlanta music scene beginning when, at age
28, he was one of the organisers of the
Atlanta International Pop Festival in 1969:

The Atlanta International Pop Festival,
which Cooley helped produce, brought ’60s
icons Janis Joplin, Led Zeppelin, the Staple
Singers and others to the Atlanta Motor
Speedway in Hampton in July 1969.

{A month before Woodstock}

Cooley also presented the Grateful
Dead at a free concert in Piedmont Park at
about the same time.

W
e did it for the love of the music,
we honestly did,” Cooley told the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution in

1997 of the pop festival. “We made
$6,000, and, believe it or not, we felt
kind of guilty about making money on
it.”

And he kept on being Atlanta's musical
godfather right up until his death.

There better be a BIG write-up in
Rolling Stone.
4 https://youtu.be/9IEemZ6-LZc
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THE GOLDEN GLOBES
HAVE OFFICIALLY

JUMPED ...
SOMETHING

kay - what the HELL prompted
them to put The Martian in the
"Best Comedy or Musical" cate-

gory?
That is all.

SHERIFF, I DON'T
LIKE THIS HOTEL

kay, so in my previous zine, i
remarked on how dumb fugitives
(the "affluenza" kid and his

mother) had to be to use their own cell
phone to order pizza, which got them
caught.  Domino's pizza, at that

Well.

As you probably recall, the "affluenza"
tag comes from the kid's lawyer arguing that
he shouldn't be severely punished in his fatal
hit-and-run case because, having been raised
in wealth and privilege, he had a stunted per-
ception of right and wrong.

Well, his mom sounds even less
anchored in reality:

T
onya Couch, the mom of affluenza
teen Ethan Couch, told the Tarrant
County sheriff that she isn’t a fan of

jail because it’s too bright and she can’t
sleep.

He replied, “This is a jail, not a resort.”
Couch was arraigned Friday on a charge of

hinder apprehension for allegedly helping
her son flee to Mexico after he violated
probation. She recently arrived in Texas
after being extradited from Mexico.

She is held in lieu of a $1 million
bail. If she is released, she’ll be
required to wear an ankle
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monitor and give up her passport as condi-
tions of her bond.

Original story at the Dallas Morning
News:

http://tinyurl.com/zr6vytl
There is one person commenting at

the original story who is ranting about how
it's liberals and Democrats who come up
with things like the "affluenza" defense,
attempting to avoid the consequences of
their actions etc. etc.

Well, yeah.
Wealthy Republicans and right-wing-

ers don't use that sort of defense.
They just buy the prosecutor, the judge

or the jury or all three.

...AND THE STUPID
JUST KEEPS ON

COMING...

A
 Chinese tourist was attacked by a
python when she tried to kiss it
during a snake-charmer show in

Thailand. The
company that runs
the show paid the
woman $3,000 in
damages after the
incident, which
was caught on
video.

As she leaned toward
the python, it lunged
for her face and
gripped on to her
nose with its fangs.
The 29-year-old
woman was taken to
a hospital, where

she was
treated for
the bite.

It wasn’t clear if the woman kissed the snake
as part of the act or if she asked to do it.

It is, however, clear that she isn't very
bright.

ONE-SIX-NINE-
POINT-NINE

hat's what i paid for gas today,
12 Jabuary 2016 (well, actually
three cents less because i have

a Kroger discount card).
Using an online Consumer Price

Index calculator, this is the equivalent of
twenty-nine cents in 1971 ... which is what
i was paying for gas in Italy, when i was
getting it tax-free.  (The price with tax
worked out to a dollar a gallon.)
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SOME POLITICAL NOTES

ed Cruz once again demonstrates what a
class act he1 is.  The New York Daily News
(echoing its "Ford to City..." headline many

years ago) responded appropriately to his
remarks at the
Republican
debate.2

And then:

R
epublican
presidential
candidate Ted

Cruz has issued a
faux-apology to
those offended by

his comments that Donald Trump embodies "New
York values."

In two separate interviews Friday, the Texan senator trolled
by apologizing in a backhanded manner: “I apologize to
the millions of New Yorkers who have been abandoned by
liberal politicians. I apologize for the working men and
women of New York who are denied jobs—jobs that have
been plentiful just south of Pennsylvania—because Gov.
Cuomo bans fracking. I apologize to all the pro-life, pro-
marriage, pro-Second Amendment New Yorkers who Gov.

1 And the rest of the Klown Kar
2 Calling it a "debate" reminds me of the story Tom Paxton told the

last time i saw him live, about being hosted in a box seat at a
football game by the school's President at the Ivy League school
(Yale, i think) that his daughter was attending.

Paxton said "Now, I'm from Oklahoma, where we take our football
seriously.  When he asked me what I thought after the
game, I said "It was cute.  Don't know what it was -
can't rightly call it football - but it was right cute."
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federal vehicle to the Safeway in town
(presumably to pick up some more
HoHos or beef jerky.)

This is even more stupid than using
your own mobile phone to order pizza when
you are on the run in a foreign country.

Bundy, meanwhile, has been spouting
"sovereign citizen" propaganda, claiming
that the highest real government in the
country is the county sheriff, and that the
local citizens should arrest their sheriff and
bring him before a "citizens' grand jury" for
illegally attempting to enforce the dictates of
the illegal and fraudulent regime in Wash-

ington.

T
hanks in part to this fight [the
imprisonment of two ranchers con-
victed of arson on BLM land], Rep.

Greg Walden got legislation passed to
rein in the BLM. The bureau ignored it,
according to Walden, and then charged

3 http://tinyurl.com/zlarzhm

Cuomo brazenly told have no place in the
state of New York because that’s not who
New Yorkers are.”

Now, i have a few bones to pick with
"New York values", myself (though not the
sort our Canadian friend is upset about -
there is a bill currently in the NY legislature
that would fine smartphone makers $2500
per phone they sell in New York that don't
have encryption back doors that the state
would have access to.

hristy kicked
off the debate
(see footnote

2, previous page) by
referring to Obama
as a "petulant
child".

In electronics, we
describe situations
where a circuit has two
(or more) resistors,
capacitors or inductors,
one of which is ten
times or more the
value of the other by
saying that the value of
the smaller can be
pretty much disre-
garded in most practi-
cal situations as being
insignificant - that it is
"swamped out".

Any "petulant childishness" Obama
might have exhibited in the entire past seven
years was more than swamped out by others
on that stage that night.

ne of the militia types occupying
the Federal Nature Center build-
ings in Oregon got himself

arrested and charged with
two counts of theft of Federal
property when he drove a

http://tinyurl.com/zlarzhm
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the Hammonds and other ranchers
exorbitant fees to access their own
land.

If Congress can’t even control federal agencies,
what’s a rancher supposed to?

Ammon Bundy had an answer.

He has been here for months, educating ranch-
ers about the tenets of the sovereign
citizen movement. See, the feds don’t listen
to the law, but you don’t
have to listen to the
feds, he told them.
The U.S. govern-
ment is not legit-
imate; the
highest
author-
ity
here
is the
county
and
the

sheriff,
who can tell BLM
and FBI to get lost.

“The sheriff has a sworn duty
to protect his citizens,” Ammon
Bundy says as another man finishes
his sentence, “against all enemies,
both foreign and domestic.”

These ideas are taken chapter and verse from
the sovereign citizen bible, a bizarre tribu-
tary of right-wing ideology that believes
the federal government has been illegally
occupying American land since at least the
end of the Civil War.

These ideas have inspired militias over the
past four decades, paramilitary-style

groups that often allow would-be dema-
gogues to present themselves as represen-
tatives of the original “divinely inspired”
form of government. These forces fueled
deadly standoffs at Ruby Ridge and Waco,
culminating in the bombing of the Murrah
Federal Building in Oklahoma City. That
terror attack hurt the militia movement,
but it has grown dramatically during the
Obama years.

Ammon’s men says Harney County Sheriff
David Ward is nothing less than a collabo-
rator with the real enemy: the U.S. govern-
ment.

“Sheriff, your oath was not made to the
federal government nor any of their cor-
porate entities such as the BLM or

Forest

Service etc,” the men wrote in an open
letter. “Where were you when a foreign
entity not having any constitutional power,
authority and jurisdiction within your
county abused your citizens?… Have you
taken sides with the Feds?”

    “Where were you when a foreign
entity not having any constitu-
tional power, authority and juris-
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diction within your county abused your
citizens?… Have you taken sides with the
Feds?”

If the sheriff does not say “no to the Feds and
rid  your county of their presence and
tyranny that they have spread across your
County,” then locals should form a citizen
grand jury and indict him.

The "sovereign citizens" are the people
who squat in empty houses, claiming to own
them by right of occupancy, and file all sorts
of ridiculous lawsuits in support of their
claims.

They also issue their own "license
plates" and "passports"; they claim that gov-
ernment requirements to have legal driver's
licenses are "Nazi police state" style repres-
sion.

In 2010, in
West Memphis
Arkansas, a sover-
eign citizen father
and son were
stopped by a cop
on a "drug inter-
diction" road-
block.  By the
time it was all
over, the two cops
involved in the
original stop were
dead4, the father
and son were
dead, and two
more cops were
wounded (after a
shoot-out in a
WalMart parking lot).

Wikipedia says5:

T
he day after the shootings, Arkansas
State Police identified the suspects as
45-year-old Jerry R. Kane, Jr., and his

16-year-old son Joseph T. Kane.
Jerry Kane had expressed sentiment against

federal and local government online, and
was accused of doing the same in person.
Kane served three days in jail near Carri-

4 It was the sixteen-year-old son who
began the shooting
5 http://tinyurl.com/jgzml5w

zozo, New Mexico for driving without a
license and concealing his identity. He
posted a $1,500 bond.

After that incident, he complained of a "Nazi
checkpoint".

Based on a 2004 conversation with Jerry Kane,
Clark County Sheriff Gene Kelly expressed
concern that Kane would pose a dangerous
threat to law enforcement officers. Accord-
ing to Kelly, Kane had complained about
being "enslaved" by a judge who had sen-
tenced him to serve six days of community
service for driving with an expired license
plate and no seat belt.

Insurance analyst J. J. MacNab observed that
Kane ran a debt evasion business. Jerry
Kane also posted $10,000 bond (which a

judge later ordered for-
feited) on charges of
forgery and attempted
grand theft of a motor
vehicle filed in Miamis-
burg, Ohio.

Yep.  Being bru-
tally forced to endure
six days of community
service is definitely
sufficient justification
for shooting two cops.

PEOPLE IN
ST LOUIS

ARE A BIT CRANKY,
IT APPEARS

kay, so i'm behind the curve on
the whole story, but, as i read it
today (19 January 2016), the NFL

and the owner of the St Louis Rams
did a behind-the-scenes deal to move
the Rams to L.A. - without letting
anyone in St Louis know.

Leaving the city with close to $200
million still to pay on the dome he once told
them he needed to stay in the city.
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OTOH, he had apparently asked the
city to put up $477 million for a NEW dome1

before he did a midnight flit.
Well, some people are apparently a

touch steamed up about it:

 S
o, St. Louis is lagging, is it? Bold
words coming from a man wearing
a roofied caterpillar on his upper

lip.

1 Polite way of saying "demanded money with
menaces"

Your proposal to the NFL cites some statistics
at least, e.g., we're "61st out of U.S. 64
cities in economic growth," and you believe
the city's stadium proposal is so bad that
"any NFL Club (sic) that signs on to this
proposal in St. Louis will be well on the
way to financial ruin." Motherfucker,
you're worth an estimated $7.7 billion.
You're so rich you bought a goddamn pro-
fessional lacrosse team, which is dumber
than leasing a sports car — what the hell
are you worried about?

snip

I understand that moving the Rams isn't per-
sonal for you: It's all about making and
hoarding money. No man who cared about
anything other than money would walk
around with that collection of fantasy fur
hairpieces (but I wouldn't put it past you
that you've never bought a mirror, either).

St. Louis can't help but take it personally,
though. You said nothing to us when you
bought the team, you never talked to us
while you were here, and you couldn't even
tell us to our faces why you were leaving.
You're like a pissy teenage boy breaking up
with his first girlfriend, leaving it to your
dumb jock friend (the NFL) to tell us that
you're taking someone else to prom.

snip

Have fun counting your pennies. It's clearly
your main joy in life, other than buying
winning sports teams like the Avalanche
and Arsenal and running them into the
fucking ground. Look at that: You're hated
on two continents. At least it pays well.

Today's Daily Beast (which is where i
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first heard about the whole thing) says

A
 day after the NFL rubber-stamped
the St. Louis Rams’ move to Los
Angeles, owner Stan Kroenke sat

down with the Los Angeles Times for a
post-mortem. He described his decision
to flee Missouri as “bittersweet,” but
headlines like “Fuck You, Stan Kroenke,
and the Toupee You Rode in Under”
would not sway his cheery mood.

“You’re not going to sit there and be a victim,”
he said.

Sure, being reviled by an entire municipality
must chafe, but if we’re going to honestly
assess who’s being victimized, it’s not the
individual whose team’s overall value may
just have been upped by about $500 mil-
lion. The fuzzy end of the financial lollipop
here is going to the taxpayers, given that
“the city, county, and state still owe a com-
bined $152 million to pay off (St. Louis’)
Edward Jones Dome.”

It’s worth noting that funds expended on pub-
licly financed stadiums do not lead to eco-
nomic growth. In the long run, St. Louis is
better off avoiding the $477 million they
were about to fork over to build a shiny
new palace for Kroenke.

The Riverfront Times, meanwhile, ran a
satirical piece (apparently, from the com-
ments, some of their readers really don't
"get" the concept of satire)

This ran on
4 January, two
days before the
RFT piece i
quoted earlier.
2

http://tinyurl.com
/jr3y62r

So, apparently, right up till the word got out
the team was absquatulating, Kroenke was
still negotiating3 for the new stadium.

S
o building a new NFL stadium in down-
town St. Louis will cost $1.1 billion.
Yeah, billion.

With floods devastating much of our area,
unforgiving winter weather approaching
and regional tensions high, it’s increasingly
difficult to see how a new stadium for a
failing football team could possibly be any
kind of priority.

Not all of that $1.1 billion would be from our
tax dollars, of course: the majority of the
project wouldn’t be paid for by residents.
(Though it’s not like we get a vote in it.)

With all of this money talk floating around, we
got to wondering what else St. Louis could
do with $1.1 billion. We could renovate
what needs renovating. We could preserve
what needs preservation. We could donate
huge amounts to HeatUpStLouis.org and
the thousands of other worthy charities in
the area.

But how much is $1.1 billion, anyway? It’s such
a big number that it’s hard to get a mental
picture of what $1.1 billion could do. We
made a list of examples to help us under-
stand.
○ Here are ten St. Louis-specific things that

3 See Footnote 1
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we could do with $1.1 billion.
○ Pay admission for 92 million visitors to the

City Museum
○ Order 11,000 more statues of Chuck Berry

that don’t look like Chuck Berry
○ Cover the cost of sending 110 million visi-

tors to the top of the Gateway Arch
○ Buy 367 million people a concrete from

Ted Drewes4

○ Gift four years of undergrad tuition to
5,813 students at Washington University

○ Pay off more than 74 million City of St.
Louis parking tickets

○ Bail out KDHX ... like, at least twice
○ Ship a $50 care

package from
Imo’s Pizza to 22
million people

○ Purchase 6,419
beers for each of
the 19,150
people in atten-
dance at a capac-
ity St. Louis
Blues hockey
game

○ Blanket every
square inch of
land in Forest Park with Gooey Butter
Cake and still have $443,710,640.00 left
over

Lest you doubt our math on that last
one, here's how we got there:

1.    Forest Park is 1,371 acres. And one acre
equals 43,560 square feet. That means Forest
Park is 59,720,760 square feet.

2.     One gooey butter cake is one square foot.
That means it would take 59,720,760 gooey
butter cakes to cover Forest Park.

3.     The average price of a 12-inch gooey
butter cake? $11.

4.     The price of 59,720,760 Gooey Butter
Cakes at $11 each would be $656,928,360.

4 Judging by the picture accompanying the piece, that's
a frozen custard.

5.     $1.1 billion minus $656,928,360 =
$443,710,640.

Would you rather have that stadium or all of
this? Decisions, decisions.

MEANWHILE, BACK AT
THE PENTAGON
he Secretary of Defense is con-
sidering doing something the
Army decided not to do: reduce

Stan Betrayus Petraeus' rank retroac-
tively, which will cost him $50,000 a
year in pension benefits - which he'll
have to pay back for the years he's
already received the four-star general's

pension of $220,000 annually.
I don't think that's right.
I think they should have filed felony

espionage charges against the SOB, prose-
cuted to the max, and tossed his sorry butt
under the jail.

Instead, they let him plead guilty to a
misdemeanor charge of mishandling classi-
fied material, and allowed him to retire with
full rank and benefits.

Anybody remember Bradley Manning?
Passed classified material to Wikileaks?

O
n August 21, 2013, Manning
was sentenced to 35 years
in prison. Manning was

given credit of 1,293 days (3
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years and 6 months)
served in pre-trial con-
finement, and may be eli-
gible for parole after
serving one-third of the
sentence. Manning was
also reduced to the
lowest enlisted pay grade
(E-1), forfeited all pay and allowances,
and given a dishonorable discharge

Granted, Manning's actions resulted in
the publication of the material, and there
was a lot more of it in bulk, and mostly more
embarrassing for the US than dangerous:

T
he material in question includes
251,287 United States diplomatic
cables, over 400,000 classified army

reports from the Iraq War (the Iraq
War logs), and approximately 90,000
army reports from the war in Afghani-
stan (the Afghan War logs). WikiLeaks
also received two videos. One was of
the July 12, 2007 Baghdad airstrike
(dubbed the "Collateral Murder"
video); the second, which was never
published, was of the May 2009 Granai
airstrike in Afghanistan.

However, given what Petraeus passed
to his girlfriend, i sense a certain disparity
here.

From The Daily Beast:1

P
etraeus pleaded guilty last year to
giving Broadwell eight notebooks that
he compiled while serving as com-

mander of U.S. forces in Afghanistan
and that he knew contained classified
information. The notebooks held some
of the most sensitive kinds of military
and intelligence secrets, including the
identities of covert officers, intelligence
capabilities, quotes from high-level
meetings of the National Security Coun-
cil, and notes about Petraeus’s discus-

sions with President Obama.

1 http://tinyurl.com/zpxkjap

After leaving Afghanistan, Petraeus took the
books back to his home in Virginia and
gave them to Broadwell just three days
before he retired from the Army. She later
returned them. No classified information
appeared in her biography, All In: The Edu-
cation of General David Petraeus, officials
have said.

Petraeus could have faced felony charges,
including for lying to FBI investigators, but
was allowed to plead guilty last year to a
misdemeanor count of unauthorized han-
dling classified information. He avoided a
prison sentence but received two years
probation and a $100,000 fine.

By golly, two years probation and a
hundred thousand dollar fine.  They sure
showed him.  Why, Bradley Manning got off
easy with just a thirty year sentence.

OH, THIS IS GOOD
 ordered ink (black; i still have plenty
of cyan, magenta and yellow), and it
came in today's mail.

It rode around for hours in the mail
truck apparently. The temperature for most
of today has been in the teens or twenties

It's frozen.
This may or may not affect its usabil-

ity...
We'll see.

MY PEOPLE, MY
PEOPLE

ike Steven Colbert, i am from
South Carolina.  Usually, that's
just a minor fact of life.
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Sometimes, it's intensely embarrass-
ing.

Like today. as a matter of fact.  It's not
often that the SC Legislature produces idiocy
on the same level as the Florida Legislature,
but sometimes...

A
 Republican lawmaker from South
Carolina wants to require registra-
tion for professional journalists in

his state.
State Rep. Mike Pitts introduced Tuesday a bill

called the South Carolina Responsible Jour-
nalism Registry Law. According to the Post
and Courier, "the bill would create require-
ments for people wanting to work as a
journalist for a media outlet, and also
before that outlet could hire anyone for a
reporting position."

Pitts' law would give the South Carolina secre-
tary of state authority over a "responsible
journalism registry" that would also estab-
lish the proper qualifications of a journal-
ist, much like how lawyers and doctors are
overseen by a board.

The proposed law comes as Pitts' response to
what he feels is unfair media coverage of
gun owners.

Original story at the Post and
Courier http://tinyurl.com/jne59no

Apparently this guy admits
that the bill is just a piece of the-
atre, intended to draw attention to
the way that all-powerful Palmetto
State journalists brutalise and
defame poor helpless gun owners.

EDITORIAL
CARTOONISTS
EVERYWHERE

ARE
GENUFLECTING

BEFORE STATUES OF
THOMAS NAST

T
his election is more than just your
basic ABCs, anybody but Clinton. It’s
more than that this go-around. When

we’re talking about a nation without
borders. When we’re talking about
bankruptcies in our federal govern-
ment. Debt that our children and our
grandchildren, they’ll never be able to
pay off. When we’re talking about no
more Reaganesque power that comes
from strength. Power through strength.
Well, then, we’re talking about our very
existence, so no, we’re not going to
chill. In fact it’s time to drill, baby, drill
down, and hold these folks accountable.
And we need to stop the self-
sabotage and elect new, and
independent, a candidate who
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represents that and represents America first, finally. Pro-Constitution, common-sense
solutions, that he brings to the table. Yes the status quo has got to go. Otherwise we’re
just going to get more of the same, and with their failed agenda, it can’t be salvaged. It
must be savaged. And Donald Trump is the right one to do that.
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500 VOICE CHOIR
TRIBUTE TO DAVID

BOWIE
ix days after David Bowie's death
(16 January 2016), Toronto-based
group Choir! Choir! Choir! gath-

ered to perform Bowie's "Space Odd-
ity".

I wondered if they'd include any
vocalese for some of the musical effects in the
original...

STATES ARE
PROPOSING BANS ON

ENCRYPTED
SMARTPHONES

Both New York and California have bills in
their legislature that would ban sales of
encrypted smartphones that cannot be
unecrypted by anyone but their owners.

Basically, "We want our cops to be able to
read all your private data whether you let them
or not."

Is there anyone who knows anything about
this stuff who could honestly say that crooks and
other Bad Guys won't get the backdoor informa-
tion to use for their nefarious purposes?

S
martphones sold inside New York might be
less safe than the rest of the country, if a
new encryption bill is passed in the state.
The bill would force manufacturers or oper-
ating system providers to decrypt

1 http://tinyurl.com/zqylu4h
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and unlock smartphones for law
enforcement and other authorities, cre-
ating a backdoor to surpass the encryp-
tion.

Introduced earlier this year, the bill would
penalize manufacturers $2,500 for every
device that does not comply with the law,
according to Onthewire. New York State
Assembly members who created the bill
claim the it is in the best interests of New
York State residents, citing terrorists and
criminals who use encryption to avoid law
enforcement as ample reason for the bill to
be passed.

“The fact is that, although the new software
may enhance privacy for some users, it
severely hampers law enforcement’s ability
to aid victims,” notes on the bill say. “All of
the evidence contained in smartphones and
similar devices will be lost to law enforce-
ment, so long as the criminals take the pre-
caution of protecting their devices with
passcodes. Of course they will do so.
Simply stated, passcode-protected devices
render lawful court orders meaningless
and encourage criminals to act with impu-
nity.”

The bill is currently in committee at the New
York State Assembly, and the next step to
enactment is a move to the floor calendar,
after which the state assem-
bly and senate will vote on
the controversial bill. At
this point, it’s unclear how
much support exists for the
proposal or if it will be
passed.

snip

It will be interesting to see if
Apple continues to do busi-
ness in New York if the bill
is passed, since Apple would
need to either create a
backdoor for law enforce-
ment or remove the encryp-

tion entirely from
iPhones and iPads.

We’ll keep you updated on news of the bill
here.

Okay, so that was New York (not the
highest-tech state, so to speak) last week.

Today (21 January 2016), i was going
through the various newsletters i get via e-
mail, and i came across this:

D
espite the state's deep tech roots, Cali-
fornia's legislature is considering
banning devices that come with

unbreakable encryption.
California assembly member Jim Cooper (D-

9th) introduced the legislation -- bill 1681
-- which requires any smartphone manu-
factured "on or after July 1, 2015, and sold
in California after that date" to be "capable
of being decrypted and unlocked by its
manufacturer or its operating system pro-
vider."

Any smartphone that couldn't be decrypted
on-demand would subject a seller to a
$2,500 fine.

2 http://tinyurl.com/gn5mvaa

http://tinyurl.com/zqylu4h
http://tinyurl.com/zqylu4h
http://tinyurl.com/gn5mvaa
http://tinyurl.com/gn5mvaa
http://electronictiger.net/sfpapdf/dragon.pdf
http://electronictiger.net/sfpapdf/dragon.pdf


PAGE 23 - NOT KEEPING A Dragon http://electronictiger.net/sfpapdf/dragon.pdf

If the bill becomes law, there
would be a near-blanket
ban on nearly all iPhones
and many Android devices
across the state.

The irony likely isn't lost on
Apple, which if the bill
passed into law, would not
be allowed to sell in its own
backyard -- literally.

Apple has previously said it
cannot feasibly bypass a
user's iPhone or iPad pass-
code, making it unable to
respond to warrants for
data stored on its devices.
Google implemented similar
encryption for data stored
on newer devices, but in
most cases it can still be
forced to turn over user
data.

The bill must pass the assembly
and the state senate, and be
signed into law by Gov.
Jerry Brown (D).

The bill echoes the senti-
ments of the New York
senate, which last week
introduced almost the
exact same word-for-word

legislation.3 The bills come
at a time as lawmakers and Silicon Valley
tech giants are figuring out how compro-
mise on device encryption without handing
over the keys to the government, or giving
its law enforcement and intelligence agen-
cies unfettered access.

Quite often, listening to this sort of
thing, i find myself thinking along the lines
of the most famous quote from Ben Franklin
(which he very possibly never said) about
essential liberty and temporary security ...

And security theatre, which old Ben
probably could never have conceived of,
even if it were described to him.

3 'Twould appear that someone is orchestrating a
campaign here...

AN ON-LINE
READER'S COMMENT

ABOUT PALIN'S
TRUMP ENDORSEMENT

W
ell, to be fair---and honest---no
one can really prove that Palin
endorsed Trump.

Palin is an indecipherable buffoon whose every
speech leaves the audience confused, but
thrilled at the same time,
because she speaks shrilly about
America.
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The only real evidence that we have that Palin
endorsed Trump is that he didn't have his
goons rough her up while she was speak-
ing, so I suppose we can conclude that she
was speaking in his favor.

BASAL CELL
CARCINOMA

s what i probably have in my left ear.
Basal cell cancer1 is one of the least
dangerous types - it typically does

not metastasise.
It can spread outward in the skin from

its original location, which can lead to the
need for a disfiguring
amount of surgery.

Anyway, Decem-
ber 29th i went to see
Dr Fogarty (for the
first time all year,
apparently).  He wrote
me noew prescriptions
for all my usual meds,
gave me a lab order for
some blood work
(needle phobia, yay!),
and asked me if i had
any new things bother-
ing me.

I told him i had
two things (probably
unrelated) bothering
me about my right ear.

I told him that if
i were a cat i'd be
checking my right ear for black waxy-looking
buildup from ear mites - it itches in the outer
ear passage constantly.

He looked and didn't see anything.
Then i pointed out a scabby place on

the outer edge of the ear and said it had been
there for a couple months.

He took one look, and said "Ah ha!
Non-healing lesion!  You have basal cell carci-
noma, my boy!"2

1 http://tinyurl.com/gsjtlnd
2 Well, not the "my boy" part, but the rest
is a pretty close transcription.

He then explained that it was probably
not particularly dangerous, but that it was,
indeed, something that needed seeing to.

And he wrote me up a referral to a
plastic surgery group. He explained that for
plain basal cell cancer, plastic surgeons
would get it out as well as anybody, and
would probably do a neater job.

So, yesterday, 20 January 2016, I took
myself to the plastic surgery group's office.

Dr Walton took a look at it - compli-
menting me on what nice hair i had as he
brushed it back off the ear - and allowed as
how, yep, looked like it to him.

But we'd take a biopsy just to make
sure.  I heard him say something about a
3mm punch...

So a nice clinical assistant came in and
shot my ear full of
lidocaine.  She
was rather
amused that,
instead of bitch-
ing about how
much the stuff
stung when she
injected it, i spent
my time whim-
pering about
getting stuck with
a needle.

A little
later, when i
couldn't tell if i
still had an ear.
another techni-
cian came in, and
proceeded to clip
a little divot out

of my ear and put in two stitches.
Next Wednes-

day (27 January) i go
back to get the
stitches out and hear
the result of the
biopsy.

And, most
likely, arrange to
have the rest of the
minor surgery to
remove it.

Yay.  thrills.
(That's not blood in my hair - it's beta-

dine.)
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SNOW DAY
s of late this morning (0330-ish,
22 January) the predictions were
that the rain would become freez-

ing rain and then change over to snow
long about 1400, with the temperature
hovering around freezing; that we
might get a couple of inches on the
ground.

The Weather Service said that this was
about as solid as predictions come - that
seven different computer forecasting models
agreed.

Hall County/Gainesville schools (two
separate systems) announced yes-
terday that they would be
closed today.

As of 0915, the latest Weather Channel
prediction is that it'll stay (barely) above
freezing throughout the afternoon.

So it looks as if we won't get
snow/accumulated snow this time.

Unless things change again.

NO, I DON'T
HAVE YOUR

DAMN
PHONE

W
hat sounds like an episode of
MTV's Punk'd is all too real for
one Atlanta couple.

As reported by Fusion1, Christina Lee and
1 http://tinyurl.com/zhaxb3q

Michael Saba have recently been visited
dozens of times—morning, noon, and the
middle of the night—by folks searching for
their lost smartphones. Angry families,
groups of friends, even the police have
been led to the suburban home by mobile
phone-tracking apps.

Polite explanations are typically enough to
deflect inspectors, but Saba admitted to
Fusion that his greatest fear is "that
someone dangerous or violent is going to
visit our house because of this."

In June, for example, police came to the Saba-
Lee household in search of a missing teen
because the location tracking on the kid's
phone pointed to their house. Had the

teen's parents or
friends come to the

house rather than law enforcement and
pushed their way in, the

might have had a very dif-
ferent ending.

But why is this hap-
pening? No one seems
to know. There's no

common thread when it
comes to devices, mobile

operating sys-
tems, or carri-
ers. Neither the

couple nor the
Fusion reporter had

much luck getting
any response from
Google, Apple, or T-

Mobile, which
has a cell tower
near the house.

"It really drives
home how unsafe

and fallible some of this
technological evidence is," Saba told
Fusion.

The couple has already complained to local
police, but will also contact the FCC and
their senator.

According to PCMag's sister site
ExtremeTech, mobile location
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tracking uses several signals—a combina-
tion of Wi-Fi and a cellular network—to
pinpoint a location within tens of meters.
In this case, Lee and Saba's house.

From the FUSION article:

T
he missing phones don’t seem to
have anything in common. Some are
iPhones. Some are Androids. They’re

on different carriers: AT&T, Verizon,
T-Mobile, Sprint, Boost Mobile. Saba
and Lee don’t know who can fix it
because there’s no obvious guilty party.
They filed a complaint with the local
police department but that hasn’t
helped.
They’ve
already had
two visits in
2016.

I am so glad i'm
not them...

IN-
STORE
HAZMAT
WARNING

NEEDED?
o, today, i was killing some time
before the Post Office opened so i
could mail my second zine for

last mailing,and i decided to do some
shopping at J & J Foods, which is in the
same more-or-less strip mall.

I bought some pork, salsa and Ro*Tel
tomatoes with green chilies (well, store
brand, just as good and 13¢/can cheaper) to
make my Spicy Rice Stuff with, and then i
cruised over to the produce area to pick up a

habanero pepper (or two, depend-
ing on size) to finely mince for the
pot.

Last time i made it, they had teeny (but
satisfyingly hot) habaneros.

This time?  Well...  That is my hand
holding them;
anyone who's actu-
ally met me knows
i do not have small
hands.  For those
who haven't met
me, i have a nine
inch span.

Those are
two or three times
of the habanero
peppers i USUALLY
see in stores.

In case
you're not familiar
with habaneros,
the classic jala-
peño pepper rates
5000 or so
scovilles, the
cayenne pepper
(the classic
"ground red
pepper" of the
kitchen spice rack)
runs 50,000
scovilles ... and the
habanero?

Around
350,000 scovilles.

To get much
hotter, you have to go for the exotics, like the
bhut joloka at around one million scovilles,
or the Carolina Reaper, at 2.2 million.
Beyond that, you're not talking peppers,
you're talking pure capsicum at 16,000,000
scovilles.

Anyway, those are some big honkin'
hot peppers.

I bought one somewhat smaller
pepper, which should be more than suffi-
cient for my Spicy Rice.

For a listing of many different hot peppers
and their positions on the Scoville Scale,

go here: http://tinyurl.com/hvrnaoh
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ONE OF THE REASONS
I LIKE NPR

PR tells me things that i'm pretty
much positive that FOX Izvestia
never would, and that i wouldn't

bet money on the chances of CNN
telling me, either1.

It's Iowa Debate Minus Trump Day2,
and the story was All Things Considered
having asked the various candidates what
sorts of changes they'd make immediately
they took office.  Today was Ted Cruz's day,
and in the soundbite they ran he was raving
about carpet-bombing
ISIS - not cities, you

understand, but ISIS strong points3 ...
glowing sand  ... yadda yadda.

So they interviewed his "Foreign
Policy Advisor", who basically backed up
what he'd said while trying to make it sound
a bit less like genocide in the making.

So what did they tell me i might not
have gotten elsewhere?

They introduced her (properly) as
1 FOX because it would detract from their narrative,

and CNN because they just wouldn't think of it.
2 And, more importantly and relevantly to reality,

SFPA deadline day
3 Ignoring the annoying little detail that ISIS likes

placing its HQs and the like in cities.

"Doctor Wossname" ... and then added that
he field is art history.

I just don't think FOX would have told
me that.

Republicans and RWNJs in general like
people with academic credentials - whether
or not the field they're credentialed in is
even remotely relevant to the discussion.

I've lost track of the number of times
i've run across pieces "Debunking" or "dis-
proving" anthropogenic climate change,
attacking the "vast majority of scientists
agree" by trotting out Doctor This and Doctor
That, scientists who don't accept the theory.

You go digging a bit, and you discover
that Doctor This is a mathematician and
Doctor That is a biochemist.

And then there was

right wing talk radio's love affair with Doctor
Laura, who was presented as a wise coun-
cilor and therapist - i remember the first
time i heard her, she had a caller who
described the classic symptoms of clinical
depression, and her response was, essen-
tially "You're worrying about nothing real.
Get over it, crybaby4."

I eventually found out that, while she
did have an MSW, which theoretically quali-
fied her to work as a therapist, her doctorate
that she flaunted so widely while dispensing
her "advice" was in nutrition...
4 Not quite that harshly phrased, but essentially telling

him he was malingering and didn't
have a REAL problem.
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PORN
FILM

ACCIDEN
TALLY
SHOWN

AT
FUNERAL

nd i was
rather star-
tled to find

a familiar name in the Guardian
article1:

A
n investigation has been launched
after a pornographic film was acci-
dentally shown during the funeral of

a father and his baby son.
Hundreds of people had gathered at the coun-

cil-run Thornhill crematorium in Cardiff to
pay their respects to the pair, who were
killed following a car crash.

Mourners were shocked when one
screen began to show a porno-
graphic video instead of a tribute
to the father, who died on New
Year’s Eve. Cardiff council has
launched an investigation.

A spokesman said: “The council has
forwarded a written apology to the
family and is carrying out an
urgent investigation. There were
four television screens used to
display visual tributes as part of
this funeral service.

“The television screen which
showed the inappropriate

1 http://tinyurl.com/zemoyrb

content was recently installed, replacing a
screen which was broken. We are trying to
establish if the new screen - which is a
smart television - could have accepted or
picked up a broadcast by accident via Blue-
tooth or across a Wi-Fi network.

So, yeah, the sort of thing that's been
happening accidentally in one way or
another since video porn became available.

But i was struck by what a small world
it really is when i spotted a familiar name
few paragraphs down:

The Rev Lionel Fanthorpe, who led the ser-
vice, said: “I remember looking up at the
screen and seeing some type of video come
on and a very loud noise.

“I look at my congregations instead of the TV
screen, but when I heard this noise and
members of the congregation moving
towards the screen, I realised something
was wrong. Members of the family were
very distressed. Thankfully an engineer
came to fix it and turn it off. It seems to be
some kind of electronic accident.”

Mailed my second zine for the mailing off
to Joe on Wednesday (27 January 2016);
the Post Office's tracking service tells me
that it arrived on Friday, so that was two

zines last mailing.  Remember that, imme-
diately after deadline, i post PDFs (with

any errors i notice after printing fixed) at
http://electronictiger.net/sfpapdf
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COMPUTER FUN
y scanner died.  My computer
lost its sound (the board has
built-in sound; i installed a USB

sound card), then made a habit of its
video randomly blanking out (install-
ing a new video card didn't cure that),
then died, then rose, Lazarus-like
from the dead a couple days later.

It's either the power supply or the
motherboard, and, given the failure of the

on-board sound, i'm inclining toward the
motherboard.

And then my printer died; the set of
contacts on the printer that connects to
the magenta cartridge physically broke.

After an amazingly short time on
the phone with Epson tech support1, they
are sending me a new (well, probably
refurbed) printer, and paying for me to
return the old one.

Of course, they're holding $120 on
my credit card to make sure i send it back
promptly.
1 My own time on phone support suggests, given
how quick they agreed, that this is
probably a known issue

EAR PROBLEM: NOT
(EXACTLY) CANCER

ednesday (27 January 2016) i
went back to the plastic
surgery practice for followup

to the biopsy, and i was told that
what i have isn't, in fact, a cancer.

It's "actinic keratosis"1, which is
potentially pre-cancerous, with about a
20% chance of turning into squamous cell
carcinoma2 if untreated.

Squamous cell carcinoma is rather
worse than basal call carcinoma, and,
among other things can attack the vagina
and cervix

I certainly don't want cervical cancer.

Anyway, there are two ways of treating
this, either by surgical excision, which the
doctor would prefer to avoid if possible, or
by treatment with a topical cream that
(according to the PA who saw me at the fol-
lowup) attacks the Bad Cells and leaves the
Good Cells alone.

So i have to put this stuff on my ear
twice a day - the course of treatment is three
weeks and then i go back for another check,

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Actinic_keratosis
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Squamous-

cell_carcinoma

and we either continue the treatment (pre-
sumably if it's showing results but not yet
complete) or we decide to do the surgical
thing, anyway.

Fun fun fun.
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